
		
			[image: ebook-cover.JPG]
		

	
		
			THE 

			SPIRIT-LED

			CHURCH

		

		
			STEPHEN FRASER

		

	
		
			Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version®, Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

			Scripture quotations marked KJV are taken from the King James Version® of the Bible

			Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. zondervan.com

			 

			Scripture quotations marked AMP are taken from the Amplified Bible, Copyright © 2015 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. lockman.org

			Scripture quotations marked AMPC are taken from the Amplified Bible, Copyright © 1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. www.lockman.org

			Scripture quotations marked NCV are from the New Century Version®. Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

			Scripture quotations marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House 

			Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

			Scripture quotations marked ERV are taken from the Easy-To-Read Version. Copyright © 2006 by Bible League International. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

			Scripture quotations marked KJ21 are taken from the 21st Century King James Version®, copyright © 1994. Used by permission of Deuel Enterprises, Inc., Gary, SD 57237. All rights reserved.

			Scripture quotations marked ASV are taken from the American Standard Version of the Bible.

			Scripture quotations marked HCSB are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®, 

			Copyright © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. 

			Holman Christian Standard Bible®, Holman CSB®, and HCSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

			Scipture quotations marked CJB are taken from the Complete Jewish Bible by David H. Stern. Copyright © 1998. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Messianic Jewish Publishers, 6120 Day Long Lane, Clarksville, MD 21029. www.messianicjewish.net.

			Scripture quotations marked CEB are taken from the Common English Bible, Copyright © 2011. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tennessee. 

			Scripture quotations marked CEV are taken from the Contemporary English Version.Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by 

			American Bible Society. Used by Permission.

			Cover Photo: Edward Lich, used by permission

			Copyright © 2018 Immerse Publications

			ISBN-13:  978 -0 -9834107-8-2

			Published by Immerse Publications - a division of Life of Faith Bible Church

			14200 Spegal Lane  |   Louisville, KY 40299  |  lofbc.org  |  (888) 542-2555

			Printed in the United States of America. All rights reserved under International Copyright Law. Contents and/or cover may not be reproduced in whole or in part in any form without the express consent of the publisher.

		

	
		
			“Pastor Stephen Fraser has written a classic on the subject of The Spirit-Led Church. He has tapped into a truth that needs to be heard, especially for pastors and leaders. This is a must read. Read it, absorb it and apply the words that flow with wisdom from God’s Word. There are so many profound truths in this book that you may not take it all in at once. It would be good to read it and re-read it until you get the revelation of the truth about the Spirit-led church.”

			—Dr. Pat Harrison 

			Co-founder of Harrison House Publishing 

			President, FCF International

			Tulsa, Oklahoma

			“In this life we have ways of how we measure the success of something. Typically we do so by numbers. To gauge success we employ the process of counting. How much money do you have? How many homes, cars, etc. Even in the church world this same measurement system is used to determine the success of any given church or ministry. How many people do you have? How many campuses? How many does your facility accommodate? How many, how many, how many. 

			But I believe that heaven also has its own measurement system for the success of our kingdom efforts. Yet its measurement system is very different from ours. Heaven would measure not by counting but by considering the weight of a work. And the weightiness is determined by how much of the Spirit of God it contains. It is not about how many but how much. How much room has been made for His presence and the liberty for Him to make Himself known. 

			Pastor Stephen has had his finger on the pulse of what it takes to build an atmosphere for the presence of God as well as raise up a group of people trained in the ways of the Spirit of God. His church stands out as an apostolic and prophetic Spirit-led house of worship that is affecting its city, its region, its nation and is sending people out into the nations. What is contained in the pages of this book has come from what he and his wife Jeanne have sown their lives to build. It comes out of the intimate fellowship of God the Holy Spirit. Therefore this book is aptly named, The Spirit-Led Church.” 

			—Dr. Mary Frances Varallo

			Author, Dare to Declare

			President, Mary Frances Varallo Ministries

			Nashville, Tennessee

			“It was a pleasure reviewing Pastor Stephen’s new book, The Spirit-Led Church. Stephen has thought through some of the really tough questions of ministry and encourages his readers to do the same. Stephen writes with conviction and courage as he seeks to follow and implement Jesus’ plans for His church.”

			---Tony Cooke 

			International Bible Teacher and Author

			Broken Arrow, Oklahoma
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			Forward

			I love this book! I wish I would have written it myself. Pastor Stephen Fraser’s The Spirit-Led Church is a powerful answer for the many pastors who have struggled to keep the spirit of the world and “business” out of their church. For many years, I’ve taught that every believer—even ministers—are to be obedience-minded instead of product-minded. We must obey God at all costs. God is the one who divides His gifts and callings as He wills, according to His pleasure (which is not always our pleasure). 

			I’ve always been a strong supporter of the local church. Without a local church, I believe it would take miraculous divine intervention for any Christian to make it successfully through life. This book is a masterpiece and a bottle of medicine; just what local church leadership needs to cure what ails their congregation. It addresses the lifestyle of carnality that some have packaged as righteousness, while correcting many of the misdiagnoses today’s churches have received. 

			I’m also a firm believer that all of God’s people deserve the kind of pastor described in this book—someone to teach them the Word of God and be available to minister to their family. We cannot all have a megachurch in a metroplex, but every community deserves a Bible-based church and Spirit-led pastor. 

			In a culture that promotes quantity over quality, this book offers some easy adjustments we can all make in order to preach the Word without compromise in such compromising times. 

			I believe you will be blessed as you read this entire book—but my favorite part is the “Seven Principles of Success” found in Chapter 3. What great yet simple insight into contemporary wisdom that will help us fight the good fight of faith. 

			I pray that every pastor and member of church leadership reads this book. Job well-done, Pastor Fraser. I salute you, and I thank God for your time and sacrifice to make this vital tool available to all who are trying to lead God’s people to the gates of Heaven. May it help strengthen the entire Body of Christ.

			—Dr. Mark T. Barclay

			Founding Pastor, Living Word International Church  

			President, Righteous Preachers’ Network

			Midland, Michigan

		

	
		
			Introduction

			Inside every church are people with the potential to shape the beliefs, morals, laws, customs, attitudes, behaviors, habits and characteristics of the community, city, nation, and world. But these people must be exceptional people—the kind who transform lives, hundreds of thousands of lives.            

			Where are you with your church? Are you discouraged because you’re not experiencing the results you had expected? Have you been told your church is unhealthy if it’s not growing? Are you baffled by all of the extreme methods on how to market or promote your church? Not sure if traditional or seeker-friendly services are the way to go?       

			Regardless of whether you are a pastor, church leader, or lay person in the church, it is my desire that this book both clarifies and simplifies what is expected of you. I pray it stirs up a heavenly boldness in you to stand tall in your call, without any sense of inferiority! My goal is for you to have a deeper understanding of God’s heart for you and your church. We will love the Lord only to the degree that we understand His love for us. Our ministries are to be an overflow of that great love affair. We are not to love our ministries or even the people to whom we are called to preach. We are called to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, with nothing left over for others. As we do this, though, His love will overflow out of us towards others. It is with His love that we love others. 

			I would even dare to say that Jesus didn’t die for you because He loved you. It was not His will to die on the Cross. He died out of love for His Father. That is why He said concerning the Cross, “Not My will, but Yours, be done” (Lk. 22:42). Jesus came to do the will of His Father, not His own will. Everything Jesus did, He did by the Father and for the Father. It is the Father who loved the world so much that He gave His only begotten Son for our salvation (see John 3:16). 

			As we love God with our whole being, God overflows out of us and loves the world through us. If we try to love the world, even though it may feel and look pious, it is idolatrous. Trying to love the world “for God” will make ministry difficult; it will wear us out as we try to give and give and give to others. Let God give through you! There is an endless supply of His love in you, for His love has been poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (see Romans 5:5).

		

	
		
			CHAPTER ONE

			Misdiagnosing Ministry

			To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand.

			ROMANS 14:4

			Statistics show that medical error and misdiagnosis are the third leading cause of death in the United States.1  If this shocking fact holds true in one of the most medically advanced countries, imagine what is happening in the rest of the world. Make no mistake, medical science is a gift from God, for He is the One who gifted doctors, scientists, and inventors. In fact, much of the Book of Leviticus is a medical book on how to diagnose and treat physical sickness and disease. When the diagnosis and treatment are correct, God is able to use medical science in a wonderful way. However, an inaccurate diagnosis can be harmful or even deadly. 

			The dangers of misdiagnosis don’t just apply to the medical world. Figuratively speaking, many churches have “died” from an inaccurate diagnosis given to them by so-called “church growth specialists.” Although the “prescriptions” given by these experts promised significant growth, the growth that resulted in many churches was a malignant one. 

			We’ve all heard these statements before, “A church that is not growing is a sick church,” and, “If you’re not growing, you’re dying.” Some of these so-called experts will argue that all living things grow and that you don’t have to make them grow. Because a church is an organism rather than just an organization, your church should be growing. They claim that if the church is not growing, it is not healthy. There must be blockages to the increase God wants to send.    

			Diagnoses such as these have caused church leaders to scramble in desperation, seeking and searching for a cure to save their “dying” churches. These good-intentioned folks will read books, go to seminars, and make radical changes in the way they conduct services—all in a desperate attempt to save their church from certain death. Some pastors are willing to try just about any recommendation given by anyone experiencing significant growth. 

			But what if these remedies are completely inaccurate? What if a lack of growth is not always a symptom of a sick or dying church? Such a misdiagnosis could lead many perfectly healthy churches to harm themselves, or even kill themselves, by taking treatments for a condition they never had. What an awful shame this would be, and such is the state of much of the Body of Christ today. Many churches have undergone treatments that have cost them their spiritual health.

			But how far off are “church growth specialists” when they diagnose a ministry based on numbers? Even the Scriptures seem to say that something is wrong if a congregation is not seeing the type of growth found in the Book of Acts. The New Testament says, “It is from Him that all the parts of the body are cared for and held together. So, it grows in the way God wants it to grow.” (Col. 2:19, NCV). Again we read, “The whole building, being put together by Him, grows into a holy sanctuary in the Lord (Eph. 2:21, HCSB). 

			Getting a Spiritual Health Examination

			Whether it is the growth of God’s Church as the Body of Christ at-large or a particular building or congregation down the street, God desires for His Church to grow. But to what kind of growth are these scriptures actually referring? Is it outward growth, or the size of a congregation? The next verse in Ephesians gives us the answer: 

			You also are being built together for God’s dwelling in the Spirit. 

			–Ephesians 2:22, NCSB 

			The growth this scripture is concerned with is spiritual growth—growth that creates “a dwelling place for God in the Spirit” (emphasis mine). Therefore, our focus should be on spiritual growth and not on numbers—the quality of our faith, not the quantity of people that attend. The Apostle Paul says:

			We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other. 

			—2 Thessalonians 1:3 (emphasis mine) 

			A healthy church is one whose members’ faith grows exceedingly, regardless of the growth in membership numbers. 

			There are many reasons why a church may not be increasing numerically, none of which may be a reflection of the church’s health or its leaders’ faith. One reason could be that Satan is working behind the scenes hindering the work from growing. Paul said:

			Therefore we wanted to come to you—even I, Paul, time and again—but Satan hindered us. 

			—1 Thessalonians 2:18 

			If Satan was able to successfully hinder Paul’s efforts, how much more may he be hindering yours? If the devil was able to keep Paul from going to a church that he really wanted to visit, how much more can he keep the unchurched from visiting your church? In such cases, you’ll have to press through this adversity and use the authority of the name of Jesus over the devil and his demons. 

			Also keep in mind that it was Satan who inspired King David to focus on how many people he had in attendance. The devil tempted David to number the people, and David ended up out of faith and into sin and condemnation (see 1 Chronicles 21:1-3). 

			And David’s heart condemned him after he had numbered the people. So David said to the Lord, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done; but now, I pray, O Lord, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly.”

			—2 Samuel 24:10

			The Spirit of God will never lead us to focus on numbers at the expense of our faith. 

			We must ask ourselves this question: “Is it possible to be growing spiritually, yet remain the same size numerically?” The answer is yes. Some will argue that a pastor who is spiritually healthy and growing in great faith will cause people to come running to join his church. After all, people came running to Jesus, didn’t they? The multitudes came running to Jesus by the thousands due to His many healings and miracles; but, in the end, Jesus was left alone and crucified. Even in Jesus’ ministry, numbers alone didn’t tell the whole story. Numbers alone don’t indicate true success. 

			A healthy church is one whose members’ faith grows exceedingly, regardless of the growth in membership numbers. 

			Share on Twitter

			Church history shows us that even some of the best of the Lord’s leaders could not get many people to connect with their ministry. Let me remind you of a great preacher of righteousness. His congregation was so small that only his immediate family became members. After many laborious years of building a safe place for people to find refuge and sharing his mission with everyone who would listen, he finally resorted to filling the pews with animals. Of course, I’m talking about Noah. Someone once asked me, “Don’t you think it is a little different today than back in Noah’s day?” I responded with the words of Jesus: 

			As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man.

			—Luke 17:26

			The resounding answer is, No; it’s not different today. Technology may have changed, but the ills of mankind and the general response to messages on righteousness are still the same. 

			An Epidemic of Indifference

			I wonder if it has ever occurred to those diagnosing churches and prescribing cures that it might be society that is sick and not the church? God is moving throughout the earth today, seeking people who are receptive to the Gospel, just as He has been doing since the beginning of time. Due to the overabundance of problems in our world, you would think that more people would be open to the Good News of Christ than at any other time. Unfortunately, though, with a culture in moral decline, people seem more indifferent to the Good News than ever. It would seem the news media and entertainment industry are providing society with all the news they want to hear. 

			This indifference is made even worse with all of the modern advancements in technology. A society that was already too busy has now become captivated by electronic gadgets that almost always need their immediate attention. People are experiencing sensory overload and don’t even realize it. They are addicted to the nonstop action that is constantly blinking before their eyes and buzzing in their ears. Because the flesh is never satisfied, people are always in need of another upgrade or stimulation. This addiction and constant need for something “more” or “new” is seen in abhorrent clarity in the area of pornography, which has resulted in people seeking entertainment in deplorable and debasing content that isn’t suitable for the most criminal minds. 

			Society isn’t just sick—many people are spiritually bedfast; others are so far gone, they are now spiritually terminal, or degenerate beyond repair. Although every generation has had its share of those who were dull of hearing, today it seems that most people are completely deaf to the voice of the true Shepherd and the voices of pastors speaking truth. Many have no room left in their hearts for the truth. Although some do attempt to listen, they ultimately vomit up what they’ve heard. The smallest amount of spiritual nourishment is more than their already-full hearts can handle. 

			Replacing God’s Plan for Man’s Plan

			Instead of fortifying the faith of pastors called to lead in such difficult times, “experts” are telling church leaders that their churches are sick and dying and that their methods are outdated. Pastors are told that they are the problem—that they are getting in the way of the increase because they aren’t skilled enough in the wisdom and ways of men to have a successful church. These accusations are an arrogant assault against the minds of God’s leaders.

			Under the barrage of these accusations, modern-day Noah’s have abandoned the way they were doing things and have shifted their focus on how to make an ark that will facilitate quick growth. Sadly, even though leaders may build something that will ride a few big waves of growth, most of the passengers will not be able to remain afloat when the floodwaters of life come rushing in upon them. A surfboard allows its rider to soar high atop some big waves, but the ride is only a temporary thrill. You can’t travel very far or very long on a surfboard. Unfortunately, we live in a time when many churches have replaced their boats with surfboards, hoping to catch the next big wave. Had Noah resorted to this kind of thinking, he may have had some fun in the beginning, but he would have drowned with everyone else in the violent waters of the flood!

			Modern-day Noah’s have abandoned the way they were doing things and have shifted their focus on how to make an ark that will facilitate quick growth.
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			Noah might have been able to reach more people if he had changed his message and diverged from the design God gave him for the ark. If he had chosen his own path rather than God’s plan, everyone involved would have sunk in the end. How foolish Noah would have looked if history had recorded that he tried to make the lost feel more comfortable coming to the “First Church of the Ark,” and in trying to appease the world he doomed them all. Thank God, Noah stayed true to the pattern shown to him from heaven. Yes, it is true that many people perished, but Noah ended up saving the entire human race!

			A Successful Church

			The fruit of success is not always instantaneous. Sometimes it takes future generations before you see the manifestation of your work. Don’t let the limited vision of those who judge things according to appearance cause you to jump ship in an attempt to try to save yourself. Stay in the boat and be true to the Spirit of Truth. Anything you do in your own strength will only get in the way of what God is ultimately seeking to accomplish through your life.

			A large or popular church does not always equal success. When Jesus spoke to His disciples about popularity, He warned them: 

			Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for so did their fathers to the false prophets. 

			—Luke 6:26 

			While Jesus is not saying that a genuinely good leader can’t also be popular, He is warning us that growing more and more popular may indicate an underlying problem. If you are growing in popularity, don’t pride yourself on it; instead, let it be an opportunity to examine why you are growing. Are you still preaching the Word? Are you faithful to the Spirit of Truth? This warning given by the Head of the Church in the Gospel of Luke is the exact opposite of what many people are being told to be wary of today. Instead of the popular church and pastor being warned to have a regular “spiritual checkup,” it is primarily the unpopular ones who are being warned.    

			It is vital that we stay connected with God’s purposes and what He is endeavoring to accomplish. Regardless of the size of their congregations, when they have a clear understanding of what God expects of them, pastors (and churches) can be the blessing they are called to be. We must not do something just because it seems to be working for someone else.

			God’s Word offers us the pattern for how to build a successful church.
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			You may be asking yourself, How do I know for certain that I am in God’s will and doing things according to His plan?  The place to look is not in the ministry methods of large churches but in the Word of God. Although that may sound old fashioned, it’s true. The Word is still relevant today, and God’s Word offers us the pattern for how to build a successful church. If any church experiences growth by following a plan that is contrary to the pattern found in the Word of God, that church is operating in the dark—regardless of the brightness of their LEDs. Remember what Isaiah said: 

			If they do not speak according to this Word, it is because there is no light in them. 

			—Isaiah 8:20

			It is tempting to listen to these false diagnoses and lose sight of why we got into the ministry in the first place. One lesson I learned, in a big way, was while attending Bible school in Oklahoma. Although I had never asked God to put me in the ministry, He dropped a very definite calling in my heart and I was excited about answering His call to ministry. Then, as graduation was drawing near, my excitement turned into anxiety as I considered all of the future unknowns. My anxiety was compounded by that of my peers, who expressed their own apprehension about their post-graduation plans. Although most of them had a strong conviction that God had led them to Bible school, they were uncertain about their next steps. 

			After being questioned several times about my future plans, I approached the Lord and prayed about it. I said, “Lord, graduation is coming up, and I need to know what I am going to do next.” Then the thought came, What were you doing when I called you here to Bible school; were you seeking to go to Bible school? I knew this was the Lord’s thought, so I immediately answered back, “No, I was just seeking You.” He said, “Keep doing it.” I knew right then that my focus is not to be on ministry or growing a church; my focus is to be on the Lord. 

			My focus is not to be on ministry or growing a church; my focus is to be on the Lord.
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			Whom Do You Love?

			It is easy for ministers who start out loving the Lord to end up falling in love with their ministry. This is a great deception. It is common to think that because we are serving in the ministry, we love the Lord. However, that is not necessarily true. We see this with some of the unhealthy churches described in the Book of Revelation. They were growing in numbers to the point that they seemed to have it all, yet spiritually they were wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked (see Revelation 3:17). The Church at Ephesus was commended for their works, for laboring for the Lord’s namesake. Nevertheless, the Lord declared that He had something against them: “You have left your first love” (Rev. 2:4). Think of it—as they were working hard for the Lord, their hearts were simultaneously departing from Him. 

			The Lord is gracious, and if we truly want Him, He will always seek to bring us back into union with Himself. I experienced this grace shortly after I started in the ministry. While preaching at a church in Roanoke, Kentucky, I met a man of God. After returning back to my home in Oklahoma, this same man of God came to visit me. God had sent him to deliver a message. We talked for a little while, and then he said, “Can I tell you something?” 

			I said, “Sure!” 

			I could tell he was concerned about offending me. After hesitating for a while, he said, “You love the ministry more than the Lord.” 

			I bowed my head in a moment of silence and thought about what he just said. Then I replied, “God showed me that once before, but I believe I have gotten it right.” 

			He smiled and said, “That’s nice.” 

			After some more silence, he looked at me and said, “Can I tell you something else?” 

			I said, “Sure!” 

			He calmly replied, “You still love the ministry more than you love the Lord.”

			Recognizing that this man did not know me on a personal level, I realized that God was trying to get through to me. I quietly searched my heart until I began to sense the conviction of the Holy Spirit. With tears in my eyes, I said, “You are right.” I repented then and there and made the correction. 

			A Liberating Diagnosis

			Many church leaders struggle with insecurity and intimidation because of external expectations of what it means to be “successful.” They also feel despised by the way others look down on them due to the size of their church. They lament, “If only we had an impressive mega church, then we could stand tall and confident.” 

			Maybe you are right now recognizing that you have been a victim of a misdiagnosis. Perhaps you have taken every kind of prescription and treatment offered in order to save your “sick and dying” church. However, instead of getting better, you are now dealing with all kinds of negative side effects. Or maybe you are very happy with your church but are wanting to make sure that the way you are going about running it is compliant with God’s will for your life. The answer is not found in a second opinion from another Church Growth Specialist. The answer is only found by getting a thorough examination under the light of God’s Word—a “Christ-scan,” if you will. Then if you should find a problem, you can properly diagnose it and take appropriate action. 

			In the Scriptures, God does not seek to win the world through the flesh or through their physical senses. In many cases, He actually does things in ways that go against what is acceptable to the mind of man. His purpose is to inspire and find true faith in us. Jesus spoke in parables and in ways that were often difficult to understand. He even went so far as to call one woman a “little dog” (see Matthew 15:26). It appeared that He was trying to make the way to Life more difficult by the way He did things. But it was through these seemingly unfriendly methods that He was actually bypassing the people’s intellect in order to reach their spirit. From this we learn that trying to appease people’s flesh to attract them to the Gospel is carnal and contrary to the ways of Christ.

			Trying to appease people’s flesh to attract them to the Gospel is carnal and contrary to the ways of Christ.
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			Check Your Vital Signs

			Whether our church membership is shrinking or increasing, we need to ask ourselves, “Am I growing in faith? How is my relationship with God?” One of the ways to test how well our faith is doing is by looking at our spiritual vital signs, which can be measured by our levels of joy and peace. If we are disgruntled, annoyed, touchy, frustrated and anxious about things, we are probably not in faith. The Scriptures affirm:

			Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing… 

			—Romans 15:13

			When talking about faith, it is important to understand that you can have faith “in you” and still not be “in faith.” There is a difference. We are not “in faith” until we act upon the faith that is in us. Faith in the heart that is not being demonstrated through our actions is dead (see James 2:17). If we are reacting to what we see around us rather than according to what we believe, then we undermine our faith and render it useless. Faith believes with certainty, and this “believing” prompts us to act. And if we are “believing,” Romans 15:13 tells us that we will be filled with all joy and peace. 

			We are not “in faith” until we act upon the faith that is in us.
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			So, if you see your joy and peace diminishing, that is the time to take action. It’s time to get your eyes off the condition of things around you and get them back on God. It’s time to nourish yourself in the Word, pray with thanksgiving, and cast all your cares upon Him. It is time to lay aside the wisdom of men and simply overflow with joy into the lives of those whom God has called you to impact. 

			Get ready for ministry to be the way God intended it—fun, light, and easy. It is only by running our race with joy that we can be fully effective at what we do. For the joy of the Lord is our strength (see Nehemiah 8:10)! The good report for you today is that we have been supplied with all the spiritual equipment needed to have a spiritually fit life and ministry. 

			...as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue...

			—2 Peter 1:3

			Don’t despair; only believe, and you will see the glory of God in your midst like never before. Stop trying to do it all; let God bring His plans to pass through you as you enjoy Him. Even though God may have called you to a great and awesome work, it is He who will actually be the one to bring it to pass. As is written: 

			He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.

			—1 Thessalonians 5:24 

			In other words, He calls us to it, but He Himself will do it!
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